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The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:	Supervisors: Kermes, Prudhon, Ruzek; Clerk: Short; Attorney: Lemmons; Planner: Riedesel.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Additions/Deletions):  Ruzek moved approval of the agenda with the following amendment: Add New Business Item 8A) Application for “No Parking Zone” Waiver Permit.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS:  Prudhon moved approval of the payment of bills.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL OF MAY 16, 2016 MINUTES:  Ruzek moved approval of the May 16, 2016 Meeting Minutes.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Ruzek moved approval of the Consent Agenda as follows:  5A) Due to the Fourth of July Holiday Reschedule the July 4th, 2016 Town Board Meeting to Monday, July 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.; 5B) Re-appoint Stephen Lee, Richard Brueckner and Jan Timmers to Three Year Terms on the Public Safety Commission to Expire April 30, 2019; 5C) In Accordance with the Portland Avenue Mooring Fees Policy, Approve the Mooring Requests for the 2016 Boating Season June 1, 2016 through October 1, 2016 for 5373 and 5406 Portland Avenue and Notify Applicants Approval is Subject to Receipt of the Following: 1) Hold Harmless Agreement (with Attached Certificate of Insurance); 2) Payment of $165.00 Fee Per Site; 3) Approval From the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department; 5D) In Accordance with Town Ordinance No. 35, Section 9-6.3(e).(3) and Based on Staff Review, Recommendation and Approval, Ratify Town Clerk’s Issuance of an Administrative Driveway Variance to 5325 West Bald Eagle Boulevard; 5E) Based on Finance Officer Review and Recommendation Receive and Accept the Ramsey-Washington Suburban Cable Commission’s 2015 Annual Financial Report; 5F) Based on Town Engineer Review and Recommendation and Including His Recommended Conditions, Approve CenturyLink Permit Through Telcom Construction to Install Buried Cable to Service 2625 Bartylla Court Including Boring and Open Trenching.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

OLD BUSINESS:  There were no Old Business Agenda Items.

7:10 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING – SOUTHWIND HOLDINGS, LLC, 5960 HIGHWAY 61- REQUEST FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND PERMITTED USE STANDARDS PERMIT TO ALLOW EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO THE COMMERCIAL SITE:  The Public Hearing was held at 7:10 p.m.  Prudhon moved to waive the reading of Public Notice noting that proper publication was made. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

The Planner reported that Bald Eagle Quick Stop is located on Highway 61 south of County Road J.  Larry Alm, owner, is requesting approval of a Permitted Use Standards and a Conditional Use Permit to allow remodeling of the exterior of the strip center which consists of a convenience store, liquor store, scuba shop, hair stylist, and a pizza shop.  The Planner provided an overhead showing how the exterior remodel will look when finished.  The convenience store, scuba and pizza shops are considered permitted uses in the B-2 Zoning District.  The hair salon and liquor store are considered conditional uses in the B-2 Zone. As a result improvements to the exterior of the building will require approval of a Permitted Use Standards Permit and a Conditional Use Permit.  No changes to the existing businesses are planned.  The Zoning Certificates adopted in the past are the same and just references the modifications to the three sides of the building with the rear of the building to remain as is.  The project includes modifications to the roofline, the addition of canopies and posts to the entry ways, and new siding. The Planning Commission reviewed the plan in April and recommended approval as requested.  Kermes asked if the applicant is in compliance with existing conditional uses and standard permit conditions.  The Planner stated that they are.  

Ruzek moved to open the Public Hearing for public comment.  Prudhon seconded. There was no public comment.  Prudhon moved to close the public comment portion of the Public Hearing.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

Prudhon moved, based on Planning Commission and Staff review and recommendation to approve the Conditional Use Permit and Permitted Use Standards Permit with attached requirements for 5960 Highway 61 to allow exterior modifications to the commercial site.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

7:15 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING – VIKING AUTO REPAIR, 4415 OTTER LAKE ROAD – REQUEST FOR CONTINUATION OF A SPECIAL HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT FOR AN AUTO REPAIR BUSINESS AND SIGN APPROVAL:  The Public Hearing was held at 7:15 p.m.  Prudhon moved to waive the reading of Public Notice noting that proper publication was made.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

The Planner reported that Mr. Lawrence is requesting Town approval of a Special Home Occupation Permit which would allow him to continue to run an auto repair business from his property at 4415 Otter Lake Road.  The Town reviewed his original request for the permit in 2000.  Approval was granted subject to a number of conditions including application for renewal of the permit in 2001.  The Special Home Occupation Permit was approved in 2001 and again in the following years: 2002 (two year permit); 2004 (two year permit); 2006 (five year permit); 2011 (five year permit).  
The property is zoned residential and the business is run from a garage located at the rear portion of the property.  The garage was constructed in the summer of 2000.  At that time the applicant stated that he was looking for a commercial facility to buy or lease in which he would operate his repair business.   The Planner noted that Section 7-11 of Ordinance No. 35 sets the standards which must be met in order to permit a Special Home Occupation.  Some of the 23 conditions include that the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and secondary to the residential use of the premise, shall not change the residential character thereof, and shall be compatible with the surrounding residential uses; no exterior storage of equipment or materials used in the home occupation;  the home occupation shall comply with the provisions of Ordinance No. 8 (Building Code), and Ordinance No. 46 (Uniform Fire Code); there shall be no evidence of the special home occupation; shall comply with the provisions of Ordinance No. 16 (Public Nuisance); business hours are from 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, with some occasional Saturday hours; all vehicles must be parked in the existing garage or behind the home; the home occupation may be conducted in the garage only.  No repair outside of the garage shall be allowed; the Special Home Occupation Permit shall be granted to Michael Lawrence, and shall not be transferred to any other person; no outside storage of parts or equipment shall be allowed; the special home occupation is secondary to the residential use of the premises; privacy fence shall be installed and maintained abutting the north property line from Mr. Lawrence’s home, 200 feet to the west and the fence to be maintained.

The Planning Commission reviewed the request and recommends approval of the Special Home Occupation for a five year extension. He reported that Mr. Lawrence is also requesting a sign.   Currently he has a small sign on his mailbox which is less than a foot and a half, which is permitted.  He would like to install a six square foot sign. The Sign Ordinance is not clear regarding permitted residential signs.  Business signs are not allowed in a residential area with the exception of a real estate sign a foot and one half in area. If the sign is ten feet from the property line it could be six square feet in area.  The Planning Commission did not address the sign request but Mr. Lawrence is requesting a six square foot in area sign.  Prudhon asked if the sign is larger than allowed if the Home Occupation Permit would have to be amended.  Prudhon noted that if a larger sign is permitted in a residential area for home occupations, it would open it up to all special home occupation permits to allow a six foot in area sign in a residential area.  Prudhon asked if the sign request would have to go back to the Planning Commission. The Planner stated that the Ordinance is not clear and needs to be better defined.  

Ruzek moved to open the public portion of the Public Hearing.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

Michael Lawrence, 4415 Otter Lake Road, stated that during the Planning Commission Meeting they discussed a variance rather than amending the Ordinance. He stated that Water Gremlin, across the street, has a large sign and the area is now all open.  He reported that one of the Planning Commission members stated that he drove by his house a few times and could not see the sign on the mail box and could not find the auto repair business.  Mr. Lawrence stated that he would like his business sign to be more visible. He stated that he keeps his property neat and clean and that there are no parts or equipment lying around the premises.  Prudhon stated that he does not think that a sign would be out of place but by allowing a larger sign it would open it up to all special home occupations.  Mr. Lawrence stated that the size of sign that he would like to have would be six square feet in area.  The Planner stated that a six foot sign would be allowed if it were set back far enough.  Mr. Lawrence stated that he would place the sign 4-5 feet from the roadway. The Clerk reported that the Planning Commission did not have a sign request as part of the Special Home Occupation Permit request. He stated that there are parts of the old Sign Ordinance that need to be updated. He suggested that the sign ordinance be referred back to the Planning Commission. The Planner reported that the Ordinance requires a ten foot setback from all property lines which is part of the existing Sign Ordinance.  Prudhon asked if the ten foot setback from the existing property line is from road right-of-way.  The Planner stated that the road right-of-way is 35 feet so the setback would be 45 feet.  Mr. Lawrence stated that would not work because it would place the sign right up to the house.  Ruzek asked if condition #19 which states that “the Town Code Enforcement Officer shall inspect the premises before the home occupation may commence” will be done. The Planner reported that inspection by the Code Enforcement Officer is part of the business license and the inspection occurs annually.

There was no further public comment.  Ruzek moved to close the public comment portion of the Public Hearing. Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

Prudhon moved, based on Planning Commission and Staff review and recommendation to approve renewal of the Special Home Occupation Permit with the attached requirements for a five year period from June 6, 2016 through June 5, 2021, subject to execution by the applicant of the Agreement, noting that the Sign Ordinance will be referred to the Planning Commission for review. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

7:20 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE NO. 35 (ZONING) AMENDMENT – CONSIDER AMENDING SECTION 3 – DEFINITIONS:  The Public Hearing was held at 7:29 p.m.  Prudhon moved to waive the reading of Public Notice noting that proper publication was made. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

The Planner reported that this is a review of a definition regarding what defines initiation of a permit. There was an issue whether a permit had been facilitated or not when applied for but not paid for.  The Planning Commission discussed a definition of initiation and has come up with a recommendation that  adds to the Zoning Ordinance Section 3-34.A that states that what constitutes initiation of a permit means that a permit must be applied for, determined by the Town to be complete, and paid for to be considered initiated.   The Planner stated that feedback from the Town Board relative to the definition and another option be considered is that initiation of a permit means that a permit application must be received, determined by the Town to be complete,  and payment received to be considered initiated.  Kermes noted that the Planning Commission recommendation left too much room for re-interpretation and that the definition needed to be more specific so that there would be no doubt that the Town will receive the application and that there would be no doubt that the Town will receive payment for the application.  Prudhon asked the Town Attorney if he reviewed the new definition of initiation. The Town Attorney stated that he did review it and likes the new definition and that it is clear and concise.  

Prudhon moved to open the public comment of the Public Hearing.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.  There was no public comment.  Prudhon moved to close the public comment of the Public Hearing.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

Prudhon moved, based on Planning Commission and Staff review and recommendation, to amend Section 3 – Definitions to add Section 3-34.A which shall read as follows:  “Initiation of a permit means a permit application must be received, determined by the Town to be complete, and payment received to be considered initiated”. Ruzek seconded.  Ayes all.

YMCA- ANNUAL REPORT:  The Clerk reported that in 2009 the Town Board entered into a multi-party agreement to contribute funds for expansion and renovation for the White Bear YMCA.  With that commitment by the Town there was a commitment by the YMCA to provide certain services to the Town.  Shane Hoefer, Executive Director, Northeast Area YMCA, has provided a year end summary on these special services provided to Town residents for each of the last five years.  The last year of the agreement was 2015 and this will be the last official recap of how the YMCA has provided those services.  

Shane Hoefer reported that this morning’s St. Paul Pioneer Press contained an article on a program that the YMCA offers with partnership with the North St. Paul, Oakdale, Maplewood School District and an elementary school in a low income housing complex.  The YMCA helps to mentor students in an effort to boost the achievement of low income students long before the first bell rings. This is a program which would not be here today if not for the partnership which was struck and agreed to six years ago.  

Shane Hoefer reported that over the last six years there have been 4000 – 5000 students that have come through their water safety partnership through the school district.  There have been six years of safe and successful operation at Bellaire Beach.  None of those things would have happened without the Town’s leadership and the leadership of the City of White Bear Lake and the White Bear Schools. He reported that for the year 2015 the community benefits that were provided the 
Township were: 1) waiver of enrollment fee.   All White Bear Township residents are entitled to join the YMCA for a zero enrollment fee once between 2010-2015.  In 2015 alone, 162 households enjoyed this benefit with more than 1,000 participating over the five year period; 2) All White Bear Township households are entitled to visit the YMCA 7 times annually between 2010-2015.  In 2015, 135 households enjoyed this benefit, with more than 650 participating over the five year period; 3)  All White Bear Township households are entitled to a 20% discount on YMCA Swim Academy offerings from 2010 – 2015.  In 2015, 84 households enjoyed this benefit, with more than  400 participating over the five year period; 4) The Y committed to host 4 events annually for residents of White Bear Township and the City of White Bear Lake. The Y held 6 community events in 2015: Summer Pool Party, Manitou Days Family Night, Halloween Party, Pancakes with Santa, Senior Health Fair, and a Thanksgiving Open House; 5) Senior Health Fair – co-sponsored by Press Publications and held at the Y, the September event drew 700 seniors, 30+ vendors, included a blood drive, and more; 6) the White Bear Area YMCA disbursed $373,454 in financial aid.  It is estimated that about $54,524.29 of that total went to residents of the Township, for programs and services ranging from swimming lessons to memberships to day camp and child care; 7) Community Financial Benefit: In 2015 alone, White Bear Township residents realized $294,928.28 in monetized community benefits.  Shane Hoefer reported that while the highest density of White Bear Township residents appear to live near the YMCA, the majority of Township residents using the Y live north of Highway 96.  This confirms the regional value of the Y to residents.  Ruzek asked if the Y noticed higher demographics in retirees. He asked if the Silver Sneakers program is increasing. Shane Hoefer stated that there are higher demographics and that the Silver Sneakers program is increasing.  

Prudhon moved to receive the 2015 YMCA Annual Report. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.   

STOP SIGN REQUEST – PORTLAND/SHORT/MALLARD PONDS BOULEVARD: The Clerk reported that the Town received a letter on May 25, 2016 regarding adding two new signs to create a four way stop at the intersection of Portland Avenue, Short Street, and Mallard Ponds Blvd.  Kermes noted that a primary issue is that Portland Avenue and Short Street are county roads and not in Township jurisdiction and Ramsey County would have to be contacted relative to a four way stop sign.  Prudhon asked if Ramsey County could be contacted to do a traffic count.  The Clerk reported that Ramsey County does periodic traffic counts on the major routes.  The Clerk explained that there are certain warrants that traffic engineers use for traffic controls, such as speed limits, speeds, yields, and stops signs. As a county state aid highway (CSAH) there is a function that must be maintained according to State standards.    The traffic control relates in large part to the function that the road serves and what the volumes are. He stated that the Town Board can refer the letter to Ramsey County Public Works with the requestor’s contact information.  Ruzek asked how many homes are being built there.

Robert and Kara Hampton, 2710 Short Street, stated that they just moved to the Township and they are surprised about the traffic. Robert Hampton, stated there is a lot of speeding along Portland Avenue and asked if there could be a law enforcement presence there.  He stated that people blow through the one stop sign. The Clerk reported that this information will be provided to the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Traffic Patrol along with the Hampton’s information.  Prudhon stated that once the information is received from Ramsey County it could possibly be referred to the Public Safety Commission for review.   

Prudhon moved to receive the e-mail from Kara LaBolt (Hampton) regarding a four way stop sign for the intersection at Portland Avenue, Short Street, and Mallard Ponds Blvd. and to refer to Ramsey County Public Works and the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office for review.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all. 

RAMSEY COUNTY ELECTION SERVICES JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT AMENDMENT – APPROVE AGREEMENT:  The Clerk reported that the Town has been approached by Ramsey County in recognition of the legislature’s approval of a presidential primary for the 2020 election which will require a new presidential primary on July 1, 2019 which will affect the cost of services.  Ramsey County has provided a cost of election services for regular elections, 2017-2019. The Election Services Joint Powers Agreement has been referred to the Town Attorney for review.  The Town Attorney stated that they recommend eliminating the draft provided in the meeting packet.  Ramsey County is treating the presidential election as a special election but it should be treated as a regular election.  The Clerk stated that the Presidential Primary is an additional election which will increase election costs, but the County has the process in place for doing it. Prudhon asked if Ramsey County has any objections to the attorney’s recommendations. The Town Attorney stated that they have not talked with Ramsey County.  Kermes asked if action on the item should be held over until Ramsey County has reviewed the matter.  It was the consensus to hold action until after getting a response from Ramsey County and that action will be taken at the June 20, 2016 Town Board Meeting.       

EAGLE PARK – APPROVE ST. CROIX RECREATION, OPTION 3 EQUIPMENT PURCHASE:   The Planner reported that the Town received bids for upgrades to the playground at Eagle Park.  Eagle Park is on this year’s list for park improvements and a budget of $66,000 was identified for the upgrades. The surfacing of the tennis courts is being improved, redoing the shelter roof, and replacing the playground equipment.  Neighborhood input was received in April from attendees at the Park Board Meeting, e-mails, and phone calls.   A request for proposals was sent out and proposals were received from two different playground equipment companies. The Park Board reviewed the proposals, as well as reviewed by the attendees at the April Park Board Meeting.   Of the four proposals the one that is recommended is the St. Croix Recreation proposal.  He provided a drawing of the proposal which includes a three play swing set, a Comet II, Orbitron, 2 seat rocker and multi-use structure which includes offset enclosure, platform, 4 rope climbers, 3 other climbers, two slides, plexus overhead, and two adult exercise component.  One component is an air walker and the other is a chest/leg combo.  The proposal includes removal and installation, surfacing, curbing, and sidewalks.  Components can also be traded out, such as the small 4’ slide and trade out of a strap seat for handicap accessible seat.  Kermes asked what happens to the old playground equipment. The Planner reported that part of the proposal is removal of the equipment.  He reported that a resident asked about the old equipment. The Planner provided the St. Croix Recreation representative the residents contact information.  

Ruzek moved, based on Park Board and neighborhood input, to approve the St. Croix Recreation, Option 3 equipment purchase, not to exceed $66,000, noting that this upgrade has been budgeted for 2016.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all. 
  
TOWNSHIP DAY – AUTHORIZE PARK BOARD CHAIR TO SEND LETTER TO EDAB CHAIR:  The Planner reported that the Park Board is asking for authorization to send a letter to the EDAB regarding business contacts for sponsorship of Township Day activity.  Deb Stender, Township Day Coordinator would like to contact Township businesses regarding their involvement or sponsorship of various aspects of the event, either by phone or email.  It was the consensus that the Town Board acknowledges the Park Board’s interest to work with the EDAB and that the Town Board supports the request.

Ruzek moved to receive the interest from the Park Board to work with the EDAB and supports the request.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.  

PARK BOARD CHAIR/VICE CHAIR – APPOINTMENTS:  Park Board Chair:  Ruzek moved, based on Park Board recommendation, to appoint Charles (Chuck) Archer, 5343 Eagle Street as Chair of the Park Board for the coming year.   Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

Park Board Vice Chair:  Ruzek moved, based on Park Board recommendation, to appoint Scott Lombardi, 5471 Franklin Avenue as Vice Chair of the Park Board for the coming year.  Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.

“NO PARKING ZONE” WAIVER PERMIT REQUEST FOR GRADUATION PARTY – 1259 GREENBRIAR COURT:  The Clerk reported that the Town received a call today from Jolene Viellieux, 1259 Greenbriar Court requesting a no parking waiver for that part of Otter View Trail that is posted no parking. The request is to have the no parking lifted from Greenbriar Court south to Brandlwood Road for a one day period on Saturday, June 25, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. through 10:00 am. Sunday, June 26, 2016 to allow for graduation guests, some of which are coming from Kansas, to park.    The Clerk reviewed Ordinance No. 17 regarding no parking zone waiver permits.  Once the permit is approved, it is the applicant’s responsibility to obtain the proper signs or “hoods” from the Township’s Public Works Department, and place them in the affected area as specified by the Town Board, then return the signs and/or “hoods” the next business day.  The Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office or White Bear Township reserves the right to immediately reinstate the no parking restriction if it is determined there is a threat to public safety or the general welfare of the residents of White Bear Township. Ruzek stated that he would like that there be some communication with the Town Home Association, if at all possible, that this no parking waiver will take place.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ruzek moved, in accordance with Section 1-9 of Ordinance No. 17 to approve a “No Parking Zone” waiver permit request for that part of Otter View Trail from Greenbriar Court south to Brandlwood Road which is posted “No Parking” on Saturday, June 25, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. through 10:00 a.m. Sunday, June 26, 2016, subject to recommendations of the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office of the Township approval of the waiver, and notice to go to affected residents. Prudhon seconded. Ayes all.  

OPEN TIME:   Kathy Weihrauch, 4074 Park Valley Lane reported that the grass on the boulevard on south side of White Bear Parkway across from Park Valley Lane is not mowed often enough.  She reported that she contacted the Town and was told that they mow twice each year.  She asked if they could mow once a month or more often than twice each year because the weeds are four feet high and by September the weeds will be up to the stop sign.  The area Kathy is concerned about is ten feet back from the curb.  The Clerk reported that another call has been received recently about the same issue. The Public Works Director  and Field Maintenance Supervisor will put White Bear Parkway on the top of the list for spring mowing and advance the spring mowing and see if there are some parts of the Town that could be mowed more than  twice each year.  There about 35 locations where the Town only mows twice a year, similar to what Ramsey County does on their roadsides.  Town Public Works tries to customize weed cutting program in response to such requests.  Ruzek asked if the growth covers the stop sign.  Kath Weihrauch stated that it does not cover the sign.  

Kathy Weihrauch reported that it looks like they are doing crack sealing.  She stated that she watched them drive down White Bear Parkway and it appeared that they were creating cracks and sealing them.  It looked as though they were adding more cracks than what was there and it also looked as though the cracks were not fully sealed. They would score and fill the crack but not well and nothing was done about the cracks that were there forever.  She stated that the road was done five years ago and there were a few cracks but now there are a lot more cracks. Kermes stated that work has been done by his house and he assumed that it was in preparation of sealcoating.  The Clerk reported that the work is done by an independent contractor and is supervised by Public Works.  He stated that he will inform the Public Works Director that Kathy Weihrach noticed that they appeared to create cracks where there weren’t any, doing a poor job of filling the cracks, and missing cracks.  

RECEIPT OF AGENDA MATERIALS AND SUPPLEMENTS:  Prudhon moved to receive all of the agenda materials and supplements for tonight’s meeting.  Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

William F. Short
Clerk-Treasurer
			Approved as Official Meeting Minutes

			______________________________	__________________
			Town Board Supervisor			Date
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