
MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 1, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Supervisors: Prudhon, Ruzek, McCune; Clerk-Treasurer: Christopherson;
Attorney: Lemmons; Town Engineer: Poppler

APPROVAL   OF   AGENDA   (Additions/Deletions): Ruzek moved to approve the
agenda as submitted with the supplemental information for 8B.1) Peterson Road
Improvement; and added agenda item 10A) Stable Property and 10B) Ratifying
previous weekend curfews. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL  OF  PAYMENT  OF  BILLS: Ruzek moved to approve payment of bills.
McCune seconded.

APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES  OF  MAY  18,  2020  (Additions/Deletions): Ruzek moved to
approve the minutes of May 18, 2020 noting that the few corrections noted previously
have been made. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

CONSENT  AGENDA: McCune moved to approve the consent agenda as follows: 5A)
Revise South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church Outdoor Worship Schedule to Reflect
Weekly Services – In accordance with the Township’s Special Events Policy, grant non-
exclusive use of Bellaire Beach to South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church, 2480 South
Shore Boulevard to hold outdoor worship services, weather permitting & provided the
Stay-at-Home Order is lifted on June 7, 14, 21, & 28, July 5, 12, 19, 26, & August 2, 9,
16, 23, & 30 beginning at 9:45 a.m. for two hours per service & to allow use of electricity
from the Township’s lifeguard building to power the south system, noting the church will
adhere to any safety/social distancing guidelines that are in place during this time; 5B)
Fourth Quarter 2019 Financial Report – Receive; 5C) First Quarter 2020 Financial
Report – Receive; 5D) Ordinance No. 69 (Tobacco) Amendment – Rescind action to
call public hearing for June 15, 2020 to adopt amendment- hearing not required; 5E)
Right-of-Way Permit – Based on Town Engineer review & recommendation & including
his recommended conditions, approve CenturyLink permit to directional drill a new
service line to 4503 Allendale Drive including along the north side of Meadowlands
Drive; Right-of-Way Permit – Based on Town Engineer review & recommendation &
including his recommended conditions, approve XcelEnergy permit to replace an
overhead service line with underground service located at 2641 South Shore Boulevard;
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Right-of-Way Permit – Based on Town Engineer review & recommendation & including
his recommended conditions, approve Comcast permit to install by directional drilling an
underground cable along Red Pine Boulevard & 120th Street to service the existing golf
course. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

ORDINANCE  NO.  92  –  1)  RESCIND  ACTION  TO  CALL  PUBLIC  HEARING  –  2)
ADOPT  ORDINANCE: The Town Attorney reported that he has reviewed the ordinance
in regards to the regulation of non-essential water usage upon critical water deficiency.
Basically, it gives the Township wording of emergency ordinances if the Governor ever
calls for a water emergency: prohibits certain sprinkling, washing car, etc. The Town
Clerk enforces it. It is similar to the summer sprinkling bans during dry years. This way,
if the ordinance is in place, then the Town doesn’t have to ratify an action retroactively.

Ruzek made the motion to rescind May 18, 2020 Town Board action to call a public
hearing for Monday, June 15, 2020. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

Ruzek made the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 92 which regulates non-essential water
usage upon critical water deficiency as determined by the Governor. McCune
seconded. Ayes all.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORT:

1. Ramsey County COVID-19 Incident Management: The Town Clerk reported that at
the most Ramsey County meeting, the COVID-19 discussion was secondary to the riots
and protests in Minneapolis and Saint Paul and civil safety discussion.

2. Contract Group Update: The Contract Group did not meet. / There are no updates.

3. Attorney Update: The Town Attorney noted that nothing has changed since the
Governor has reopened municipalities and Town committees can meet in-person.

4. Operations Logistics/Administrative Offices/Public Works – Rescind
Resolution Declaring Civil Emergency: The Town Clerk reported that the Town
opened to the public on Monday, June 1st. He reported that there was very light traffic
and that social distancing landmarks are placed throughout the Administrative Offices.
The day went pretty well. There was discussion on what rescinding would do: it would
be one step closer to normal, it would affect remote meetings due to the open-meeting
law. There was some discussion on commissions, like Public Safety and Utility. There
was some discussion on meeting at Heritage Hall on nights when the City of Gem Lake
isn’t using the facility. The Town would clean up after each meeting. It was noted that 1
member (the Town Clerk) could be present at the offices and all member can call in to
the meeting, if they don’t feel comfortable meeting. But the Board would prefer in-
person meetings begin as soon as possible, because in-person meetings will have to
happen sometime. There was some discussion on Zoom meetings. Staff will coordinate
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meetings accordingly, and in-person cases, social distancing precautions will be
followed.

McCune moved to rescind resolution declaring civil emergency originally passed March
16, 2020. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

Ruzek made the motion to keep the emergency management team in place to review
again in 30 days for rescission. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

ASH  TREE  STUMP  REMOVALS  –  1)  RECEIVE  QUOTES  –  2)  AWARD  QUOTE: The
Town Clerk answered any questions the Board had. The memo outlined that Town staff
has removed 82 Ash trees over the winter and is looking to have a company grind the
stumps. Two companies gave a quote. White Bear Lawn and Snow is the low quote at
$9,845.00, and the second quote is SavaTree for $12,275.00. It was noted that the
Town will wait to approve the contract once proper insurance is documented.

Based on staff review & recommendation Ruzek moved to receive quotes from White
Bear Lawn and Snow; SavaTree. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

Based on staff review & recommendation Ruzek moved to approve quote from White
Bear Lawn and Snow in the amount of $9,845.00 for stump removal noting funding from
the Parks and Road and Bridge budgets, pending insurance information holding the
Township harmless. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

The Town Clerk inserted an added agenda item for 10C) Discussion regarding Republic
Services and Township Clean-up Day.

McCune moved to amend the agenda to include item 10C) Discussion of Republic and
Township Clean-up Day. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

PETERSON  ROAD  –  RECEIVE  FEASIBILITY  REPORT  –  CALL  NEIGHBORHOOD
MEETING: The Town Engineer summarized that the Board has been talking about this
agenda item for several months. The goal is to capitalize on the favorable interest rates
for bonding during this time. The Town Engineer went through the feasibility report
chapter by chapter. First he gave a brief overview of the introduction, the background of
Peterson Road, the existing conditions within Peterson Road, the proposed
improvements, the assessment policy and assessment amounts, funding source table,
the proposed schedule, conclusion and recommendations. 

At previous meetings the Board had decided on the 28-foot wide road with the proposed
dimensions listed in the report, stopping just past Mehegan Road (Exhibit J). He
explained the street layout, the cost estimate, the assessment role of each street
improvements, water, and sanitary sewer. The map shows properties of assessment,
while the geo technical shows the exact soil limits.
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When it comes to funding, table 1 in the feasibility report lays out cost estimates for
each category. The Town has to assess at least 20% and currently the assessments
given are at 29%, figuring in the “worst case scenario” for residents. Of the 15
assessable units for street improvements, only some could be assessed 1 side front in
calculations based on appraisal values. So 6 units are unassessable. The street
improvements for those 9 units are calculated assessable at $15,000; The sanitary
sewer improvements for the 7 units are calculated assessable at $12,500 (noting 1 unit
deferred); The water improvements for the 8 units are calculated assessable at
$12,500. It was noted that the streets will be assessed on a 10 year plan, and 15 years
for water and sewer. Interest is determined at the bond sale.

According to the schedule it would be most favorable to accept the feasibility report at
this meeting, and schedule a neighborhood meeting in 1.5 to 2 weeks, and the public
hearing for the first meeting in July. There was some discussion over the schedule and
the feasibility report as presented thus far. The assessments for all three will run around
$40,000. The Board decided to go forward because rates are not going to get much
better. It was noted that there is a dead end water source at Providence Lane for the
townhomes that can be looped in the project. It also promotes water clarity fed from
multiple directions. It can connect the water loop from Mehegan Lane. It was noted to
the Board, that because Chair Prudhon lives on Peterson Road, he will be abstaining
from the voting process: both Supervisors will have to vote in favor for the project to
pass through to completion (future meetings).

Based on staff review & recommendation Ruzek moved to adopt resolution receiving
report for a Street & Utility Improvement for Peterson Road. McCune seconded. Ayes:
Ruzek, McCune; Abstention: Prudhon.

Based on staff review & recommendation Ruzek moved to call a neighborhood meeting
as soon as practical for the properties on Peterson Road including the neighbors to the
east. McCune seconded. Ayes: Ruzek, McCune; Abstention: Prudhon.

Based on staff review and recommendation Ruzek motioned to call a public hearing for
the Peterson Road project for Monday, July 6th. McCune seconded. Ayes: Ruzek,
McCune; Abstention: Prudhon.

STABLE  PROPERTY  –  SALE  PROCESS: The Town Clerk reported that at the last
meeting the goal was to get 5685 Portland Avenue out for bid. The Town Attorney is
drafting language for the bidding process. The Board has received recommendation
from the EDAB to accept the preliminary plat, which the Board had previously tabled
once the public hearing was closed. The declaration of easement has been set. There
was some brief discussion.

Ruzek moved to accept the preliminary plat for 5685 Portland Avenue Stable Property.
McCune seconded. Ayes all.



MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING
JUNE 1, 2020

5

There was some discussion of the bid process: where, when, timing. The Town Attorney
has noted the bid time together to be included in the language for process. It was noted
that the bid will open at 10 am, 60 days out from the issued date. Then, any bids will
have purchase agreements and the Board can either accept, modify, or reject. The next
deadline for the White Bear Press is June 10th. Staff will run the bid opening in the
White Bear Press, trade journal, website, Facebook, League of Minnesota Cities, and
any other cites that may have not been noted.

The bid deadline will be on August 12th at 10:00 a.m. at the Administrative Offices, and
the bids will be presented to the Town Board for approval or rejection at the August 17th

Town Board meeting. The bid process will be run in the White Bear Press on June 10th

and 17th.

Ruzek made the motion to accept the language that was presented for the agenda item
6C titled “Town of White Bear request of office of purchase” as the acceptable language
with the caveat to add the dates that this will be published in the paper (June 10 & June
17) and when the bids will be opened, etc. to the standards necessary. McCune
seconded. Ayes all.

RATIFY  MAY  30,  2020  ACTION  OF  TOWN  TO  DECLARE  A  TWO  DAY  CURFEW
(MAY  30  &  MAY  31)  FROM  8:00  P.M.  –  6:00  A.M.  EACH  DAY: The Town Clerk
reported that based on the state’s declaration, using ordinance 12 as an example, the
Town Clerk issued a curfew similar to the curfews set by the Governor and the Mayor of
Minneapolis and Saint Paul. This is the retroactive ratification of that executive decision.
It was noted that if it is needed in the future the emergency management team can
make those decisions. Then the Board will ratify based on circumstances.

Ruzek moved to ratify My 30, 2020 action of Town to declare a two-day curfew (May 30
& May 31) from 8:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. each of those days. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

REPUBLIC  SERVICES  &  TOWNSHIP  CLEAN-UP  DAY  –  DISCUSSION: The Town
Clerk reported that the Utility Commission special meeting met to discuss this agenda
item and the Board should be updated as well. There will be 2 different parking
locations for Township Clean-up Day; 2 forms of identification (driver’s license and
sewer/water bill will be required). Originally it was understood that Republic staff would
monitor the IDs and ensure residences, but now their staff does not want to do that due
to COVID. Logistically the Town Clerk noted he should do it, but it makes him
uncomfortable for staff to be put in harm’s way. The only other options are postpone it
(but can’t do that much due to Ramsey County’s street improvements on County Road
H2), cancel it, or go on with the event.

There was discussion of having access to posting signage stating the identification
requirements and then note that each resident will simply have to stay in their vehicle



MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING
JUNE 1, 2020

6

and keep the windows rolled up, identification pressed to the glass. Then staff or
volunteers will be cross referencing with directory.

Staff, Republic, and Supervisor Ruzek will be in communication to talk the details
through. There were some further discussion of the sheriff’s department and other
public safety officials in attendance. 

ADDED AGENDA ITEMS: There were no added agenda items.

RECEIPT  OF  AGENDA  MATERIALS  /  SUPPLEMENTS: McCune motioned to receive
all Agenda Materials & Supplements for tonight’s meeting. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

McCune moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patrick Christopherson
Recording Secretary

Approved as Official Meeting Minutes

_____________________________ _________
Town Board Chair Date




