
MINUTES
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

JUNE 3, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m.

Present: Artner, Blin, Denn, Flann, Kotilinek, Loes, Swisher; Town Board Liaison:
Ruzek; Planner: Riedesel

The meeting was held at the Town Offices Conference Room, present there were the
Town Planner, Town Board Liaison, Chair Denn, and Artner. The others and guests
were present via Zoom video conference call. The motions, seconds, and votes were
given by roll call.

APPROVAL   OF   AGENDA   (Additions/Deletions): Artner motioned to approve the
agenda as submitted. Swisher seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES  OF  FEBRUARY  27,  2020: Artner moved to approve the
minutes of February 27, 2020. Flann seconded. Ayes: Blin, Denn, Flann, Kotilinek,
Loes; Abstentions: Artner, Swisher.

CONSENT  AGENDA    –  GENTRI  JORDAN,  2317  HOXIE  –  REQUEST  FOR  A  25’
RIGHT-OF-WAY  SETBACK  &  1.5’  SIDE  YARD  SETBACK  VARIANCE  TO  ALLOW
CONSTRUCTION  OF  A  GARAGE: The Town Planner introduced this agenda item,
stating this property is one of the few in the Township that has a functioning alley.
Jordan is requesting approval of a 25’ right-of-way setback variance to allow
construction of a new 32’ wide by 26’ deep garage. The alley is on the back side of the
property, fronting Hoxie Avenue. The garage is proposed to be 10’ from the alley, and
all but one property with this alleyway have garages that encroach into the setback
area. Jordan’s current garage is about 26’ deep by 38’ wide, which encroaches into the
side yard setback. The Town Planner cited multiple examples of properties in the
Township abutting alleys that have had variances requested and approved for the right-
of-way setback for the garage.

There was discussion of the finding of facts for this agenda item. Commissioner
member Kotilinek wanted to ensure there was rational for approving this request, not
just because “similar variances have been approved before”. Chair Denn explained that
at the Variance Board meeting, the Town Building Inspector had asked questions, and
upon answered questions, he had made the recommendation for approval. It was noted
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that due to the proximity of the neighbor’s garage, the Commission could state that a
shortened overhang be installed, ensuring the encroachment is minimal, or at least
looks less encroaching.

With the finding of facts that this property is a non-conforming lot, adjacent lots do not
meet current setback requirements, all lots in the area have similar shapes, and several
neighboring structures have received approval of variances.

Artner made the motion to approve the 25’ right-of-way setback & 1.5’ side yard setback
variances to allow construction of a garage. Blin seconded. Ayes: Artner, Blin, Denn,
Flann, Loes, Swisher, Kotilinek.

The public hearing for this agenda item is set to be Monday, June 15, 2020.

CONSENT  AGENDA  –  MICHAEL  &  BRENANNA  SCHAFER,  5731  BIRCH  ROAD  –
REQUEST  FOR  A  13%  GREEN  AREA  VARIANCE  TO  ALLOW  CONSTRUCTION  OF
A  HOME  ADDITION,  DRIVEWAY,  &  SIDEWALK: The Town Planner introduced this
agenda item stating the lot area is 8,650 square feet. The lot is long and narrow with
about 30’ of frontage on the Birch Road right-of-way. The Town requires lakeshore lots
not to exceed 25% coverage, though the Schafer’s would like to cover 38%, which
requires a 13% green area variance to allow construction of a home addition. He gave
examples of other homes on Birch Road with similar lots that received green area
variance approvals, he did note that staff suggested the Schafer’s use pavers to reduce
proposed pervious area. This suggestion would also completely eliminate the need for a
side yard setback variance. The Schafer’s incorporated the recommended changes to
their plan eliminating the side yard setback variance requested and reducing the
amount of area pervious. The Variance Board reviewed this agenda and there was
some discussion of drainage. Because the property is elevated, it drains to the south,
5727 Birch Road. Due to this Schafer will have gutters installed to control the drainage.

Artner made the motion to approve a 13% green area variance to allow construction of
a home addition, noting the applicant work with staff and neighbors to eliminate any
drainage concerns. Kotilinek seconded. Ayes all.

The public hearing for this agenda item is set to be Monday, June 15, 2020.

CONSENT   AGENDA   –   ABBI   JO   WHITMAN,   2731   STILLWATER   STREET   –
REQUEST    FOR    A    35’    RIGHT-OF-WAY    SETBACK    VARIANCE    TO    ALLOW
CONSTRUCTION   OF   A   SHED   &   PERMIT   FENCE   ENCROACHMENT   INTO   THE
EAST   COUNTY   LINE   ROAD   RIGHT-OF-WAY: The Town Planner introduced this
agenda item for the request of approval of a 35’ right-of-way setback variance from East
County Line Road to allow construction of a 16’ by 18’ shed. Wittman/Allen’s property is
a corner lot, in the White Bear Beach neighborhood, which was constructed prior to the
Town’s adoption of zoning ordinance. As a result, many homes in this neighborhood do
not meet current setback requirements. Wittman/Allen also have been planning an
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addition to the home in the future. The existing garage encroaches onto the neighbor’s
property, so adding to this structure would require variances and acquisition of property.

There were two other options considered for the shed placement, but both are
undesirable. Wittman was present to answer any questions and discuss this agenda
item. With the elevated slope, the fence will need to be moved, but then it is in the right-
of-way setback of East County Line Road. The Town Planner noted that the applicant is
willing to sign an agreement that states if work needs to be done on the road and the
fence needs to be moved accordingly, the homeowner will move it. There was some
discussion on the other shed options considered. The second of the two was in direct
way of the neighbor’s view of the lake.

Artner motioned to approve the 35’ right-of-way setback variance to allow construction
of a shed & permit fence encroachment into the East County Line Road right-of-way,
subject to staff recommendation that the property owners sign a release that gives them
notice that the fence may need to be removed by the Town and any removal would be
at the property owners expense.

The public hearing for this agenda item is set to be Monday, June 15, 2020.

WATER  GREMLIN,  4400  OTTER  LAKE  ROAD  –  REQUEST  FOR  A  PERMITTED  USE
STANDARDS   PERMIT   TO   ALLOW   CONSTRUCTION   OF   A   12’   X   15’   VAPOR
MITIGATION  STRUCTURE: The Town Planner introduced this agenda item. Water
Gremlin is requesting a Permitted Use Standards Permit, which would allow them to
add a temporary structure of 12’ by 15’. The structure would be a prefabricated metal
building, set in the northeast corner of the north building. The reason for this temporary
structure is due to Water Gremlin’s requirement of providing vapor mitigation of soils
located below the north campus building. Though temporary, the structure will be there
for several years, until the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has deemed the
mitigation completed.

Sheri Smith and Sherry Hastings were present to ask questions of this agenda item.
Sherry Hastings, 4373 Fisher Lane, is the chair of the concerned citizens group. One
question was asked whether the prefabricated building has footings or will require
digging to lay foundation of the building prior to construction. Shane Waterman, the
designer of the building, was present to answer that question. The building will have
helical piles that will secure the temporary structure to the ground. The building will be
fastened to the piles requiring minor excavation. There was a question of any fire
suppression the building has. It was noted that the fire inspector has reviewed the
plans. Hastings also noted that she is in favor of the temporary structure, as it will help
mitigate the pollution.

There was some discussion of whether the Planning Commission wanted to define how
many years “temporary” is, but it was noted that the MPCA will decide when mitigation
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is completed and that will be the determining factor, since remediation needs to be
done.

Artner motioned to approve the request for a Permitted Use Standards Permit to allow
construction of a 12’ by 15’ vapor mitigation structure. Loes seconded. Ayes all.

This agenda item is set to be on Monday, June 15, 2020.

RAMSEY    COUNTY    PARKS    &    RECREATION,    5287    OTTER    LAKE    ROAD    –
REQUEST   FOR   A   CONDITIONAL   USE   PERMIT   TO   CONSTRUCT   SEVERAL
IMPROVEMENTS   AT   THE   TAMARACK   NATURE   CENTER: The Town Planner
summarized the Ramsey County parks and Recreation proposal for the master plan of
Tamarack Nature Center. The first proposed improvements at Tamarack were approved
by the Town Board in the 1980s. Most recently though Ramsey County is requesting
approval of a Conditional Use Permit for the following site improvements: finishing
improvements to the parking lots; improving safety, security, and comfort for year-round
visitors; complete the main building renovation and incorporate the programming
building into the main visitor center; and renovation of existing visitor center structure;
completing accessibility and code compliance updates. 

Ryan Ries, Facilities and Sustainability Director for Ramsey County Parks and
Recreation was present to answer any questions about this agenda item. The Planning
Commission appreciated the master plan, and felt it encompasses the whole campus
and shows thoughtful long-term planning. There was a question of whether or not the
approval today would be the approval of all phases. It was noted that yes, it would
approve all phases unless something changed.

Swisher motioned to approve the request for a Conditional Use Permit to construct the
proposed improvements at the Tamarack Nature Center. Artner seconded. Ayes all.

CONSIDER   POSSIBLE   ORDINANCE   NO.   35   AMENDMENTS   REGARDING   THE
KEEPING  OF:  1)  CHICKENS  –  2)  BEES  –  3)  PIGS: The Town Planner explained that
the Planning Commission has not reviewed Ordinance No 35 pertaining to chickens,
bees, and pigs since 2016. White Bear Lake recently amended their ordinance for
animals, and it seemed like a good time to discuss and update the Town ordinance.

Chickens: The Commission went over the proposed ordinance amendment listed in the
packet. Member Swisher noted that he was on the White Bear Lake’s Planning
Commission when it had come before them a couple years ago. Chicken waste was the
discussion, viruses and diseases, attracting predators, etc. were discussed then. Loes
noted that she is interested in owning chickens someday. It was noted that there should
be requirement of where the coop is located, size, etc. There was discussion of waste
and carcasses. The Commission wants to make some things clear in the ordinance, but
not stifle hobbies. If the Commission wants staff to draft an ordinance using the City’s
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example, the things to be noted are: the number of chickens permissible per lot size,
fencing, smell, composting/trash, etc.

Flann motioned to table this agenda item until the next meeting and have staff create
language for the ordinance. Loes seconded. Ayes all.

Bees: The Commission went over proposed ordinance wording in the packet. The 2016
discussion didn’t have much about honey bees. It was discussed of whether the
Township should create an ordinance to ensure there are no nuisances or complaints,
or whether it should be set on hold. There was some discussion on signage. It was
noted that the Commission doesn’t want to encroach on bee keepers, as honey bees
are an important part of life.

Artner made a motion to leave this ordinance as is and not regulate bees at this time.
Kotilinek seconded. Ayes all.

Pigs: The Commission went over the ordinance in the packet. This agenda item was
brought to the Commission’s attention at first due to a resident who wanted to move into
the Township, but wanted to ensure their Porcelain Teacup Pig was not prohibited by
the Town. A Vietnamese potbellied pig is considered an exotic, which is prohibited. A
Porcelain Teacup Pic is smaller than a potbellied pig and is not listed as an exotic.
There was some discussion of any potential pig owners in the Township. It was noted
there currently are none. It was decided this ordinance should be left as-is for the most
part, changing the wording on “exotic” pig types.

Artner motioned to have staff review this ordinance and modify with terminology for
pigs. Flann seconded. Ayes all.

ADDED AGENDA ITEMS: There were no added agenda items.

Artner moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m. Kotilinek seconded. Ayes all.

Respectfully Submitted,

Megan R. Cavanaugh
Recording Secretary




