
MINUTES
UTILITY COMMISSION MEETING

JUNE 11, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Present:        Bernstein, DeLoach, Fredericks, Groschen; Advisor: Christopherson;
Commissioner: McCune; Public Works Director: Reed

Absent:         Pehrson with notice.

The meeting was held at the Town Offices Conference Room. Present there was the
Town Clerk. The others were present via telephone conference. It was decided that
though the Commission could meet in person to conduct the June meeting legally, the
members preferred continuing via phone conference. The motions, seconds, and votes
were stated by roll call as directed.

APPROVAL  OF  AGENDA  (Additions/Deletions): Fredericks moved to approve the
agenda as submitted. Bernstein seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES  OF  MAY  14,  2020: Bernstein moved the approval of the
May 14, 2020 minutes with the correction of the minutes being from February 13th

instead of May 14th. Fredericks seconded. Ayes all.

CONSENT AGENDA: There was no consent agenda.

COMMISSIONER’S   REPORT: Supervisor McCune was present to report on the
projects the Town Board is considering. Peterson Road street improvements have
been considered over the last couple months due to the favorable climate—bids coming
in low and interest rates being low. Hockey Day Minnesota is considering Polar Lakes
Park for a potential location for the event in either January 2022 or January 2023. The
Board has been discussing nuisance properties and how best to address them. Staff
and the Board are talking through options the Town has with the Town Attorney’s
advice. The Stable Property has just been placed for sale and is looking for a
developer to produce 8 single family homes per the Use Easement.

OTTER  LAKE  ELEMENTARY  SPRINKLING  –  UPDATE: The Public Works Director
reported that he has been in contact with Kevin Hernandez, the grounds keeper for the
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athletic fields at Otter Lake Elementary. He noted they have a controller, central
irrigation, rain sensors, and a schedule. There was some discussion of the schedule.
Hernandez also noted the intricacies of the sprinkler system. The fields and land are
comparable in size to Polar Lakes Park. It appears that there is also a comparable
conservation gauge as the Town uses. There was some discussion of the value the
Town is paying for in regards to residents using the fields and the ability to host
meetings at Otter Lake Elementary. The Commission does want to keep up a
partnership, but just monitor usage quarterly. It was decided that the first step is to
ensure that Otter Lake Elementary is in compliance with the Town’s watering ordinance
schedule, and that the Commission would like to look at the water consumption
quarterly.

METER  UPGRADE  PROJECT  –  UPDATE: The Public Works Director gave a recap of
the entire project starting with the subcontractors M & E in July of 2019. Since the
subcontractors had left prior to completion, Core & Main hired another company
Hydrocorp to finish up the remaining installations. Hydrocorp completed as much as
possible (67 properties left due to inaccessibility, vacant homes, warranty issues, etc.);
everything else Hydrocorp was able to handle. Due to the pandemic, the Town wanted
direction of how best to proceed. Can Town staff continue as possible throughout the
rest of the year? There was some discussion of trying to obtain some credit back from
Core & Main since there were some not completed. There was some discussion of the
fee that was scheduled to be quarterly, but wasn’t on the April utility bills due to the
pandemic. It was noted that there should be a specific reminder in the next utility bills for
the remaining installs.

WATER  GREMLIN  GROUNDWATER  –  DISCUSSION: The Town Clerk reported that
the Town Board has been in discussion of formulating a position statement regarding
Water Gremlin’s responsibility for the ground water near the facility. The Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency shows that there is no TCE or lead in the Township wells, but
the Town doesn’t want it to show up 5 to 30 years down the road either. The Town
wants to take a proactive approach and hold Water Gremlin responsible. 

The Town Clerk wants the Commission to think this agenda item over and report back
at the next meeting to decide what best to do. In the meantime, staff will draft up a
guideline with the help of the Town Attorney that will lay out the appropriate
responsibility. It was noted that the hardest part will be enforcement, with change of
staff, elected officials, and the climate in which people view this news over the years,
but the Town just wants to make sure it is known that the Town is doing its part. There
will be more discussion next meeting.

TOWNSHIP  CLEAN-UP  DAY  –  DISCUSSION: The Town Clerk reported this event is
all ready to go and it has been publicized that there will be two sites within the campus
of Otter Lake Elementary for Township Clean-Up Day. Staff will direct traffic and there
will be signage noting the need for IDs and sewer/water bills. The Ramsey County
Sheriff’s Deputies will be on site from 6:30 a.m. on, the event will go from 7 a.m. to 2
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p.m. with an extra hour available at the end if there are still residents in line. It was
noted that electronic forms of bills are available as well.

PUBLIC  WORKS  DIRECTOR  REPORT: The Public Works Director was present to
report on the Public Works Department Activity for May 2020. There was some
discussion about ditch 11. A Ramsey County project just finished up a couple weeks
near there. A county culvert replacement will start this year around that area, around
mid-July. If the start date is moved up, Town staff will notify residents. The 2020 street
improvement projects are in the preparation phase. The tree removals were finished
today with the reclamation work beginning next week. Some water issues came up
recently. An issue with a commercial property sewer line/storm devices on Park and
Saint Anthony near West bald Eagle Boulevard came up. Town staff will be televising
the area to fix the issue. A drainage ditch may need to be rehabilitated in the future. The
Town Engineer is working on it.

NEXT  MEETING  DATE  /  ADDED  AGENDA  ITEMS: The next meeting date will be
Thursday, July 9, 2020. 

Fredericks moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m. Bernstein seconded. Ayes all.

Respectfully Submitted,

Megan R. Cavanaugh
Recording Secretary




