
MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 3, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Supervisors: Prudhon, Ruzek, McCune; Clerk/Treasurer: Christopherson;
Attorney: Lemmons; Town Planner: Riedesel; Town Engineer: Poppler.

APPROVAL   OF   AGENDA   (Additions/Deletions): Ruzek moved to approve the
agenda as submitted with the added consent agenda item 5I and added supplemental
information for item 5E. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL  OF  PAYMENT  OF  BILLS: Ruzek moved to approve payment of bills.
McCune seconded.

APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES  OF  JULY  20,  2020  (Additions/Deletions): Ruzek moved to
approve the Minutes of July 20, 2020, with the changes that the Chair and Ruzek
recommended. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

CONSENT  AGENDA: McCune moved to approve the amended consent agenda as
follows: 5A) Reschedule September 7, 2020 Town Board Meeting – Reschedule
September 7, 2020 Town Board Meeting to Wednesday, September 9, 2020 due to the
Labor Day Holiday; 5B) Data Practice Responsible Authority & Compliance Official
– Adopt resolution re-appointing the responsible authority & compliance official for the
Town of White Bear; 5C) 5456 Township Drive – Adopt resolution ordering abatement
of nuisance violations at 5456 Township Drive; 5D) Ordinance No. 35 Amendments –
Call public hearing for Wednesday, September 9, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. at Heritage Hall,
4200 Otter Lake Road to amend Section 7-12 of Ordinance No. 35 (Zoning); 5E 2020
Bow Hunting Request – Approve 2020 deer hunting requests for Joe Mailer & Harry
Kavaloski to bow hunt on Township Property near Benson Airport; 5F) Second Quarter
2020 Financial Report – Receive; 5G) Improvement 2020-2 Water Quality
Improvements – Adopt resolution declaring official intent to reimburse expenditures;
5H) Right-of-Way Permit – Based on Town Engineer review & recommendation &
including his recommended conditions, approve XcelEnergy permit to hold a power pole
& maintain service to their system while a new sanitary sewer line is installed to 5878
Hobe Lane; 5I) 2020 Archery Deer Hunt – Approve the 2020 Ramsey County
Cooperative Deer Management Implementation Program in the following areas of White
Bear Township: a) Otter Lake on October 9-11 & October 30-November 1; b) Poplar
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Lake on October 9-11 & October 30-November 1; c) Benson Airport on October 9-11 &
October 30-November 1. Ruzek seconded, noting a correction typo in consent agenda
item A. Ayes all.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORT:

1. Ramsey County COVID-19 Incident Management: The Town Clerk reported
himself and the Town Attorney are working on proposed grant language for the CARES
Act fund that will be on the EDA Board for Monday, August 17th meeting.

2. Contract Group Update: There was nothing new to update.

3. Attorney Update: There was nothing new to update.

4. Operations Logistics/Administrative Offices: The Town Clerk reported that staff
will have the wording of the open Accounting position finished and will advertise for hire
in a couple weeks. A temporary employee started last week and things have been going
very well.

SCOTT  &  SANDY  MAGGART,  1467  JONQUIL  –  REQUEST  FOR  EXCEPTION  TO
SECTION   5-29   OF   ORDINANCE   NO.   8   TO   ALLOW   A   LIMITED   ACCESSORY
STRUCTURE: The Town Planner explained this agenda item is not a change to
Ordinance No. 8 Section 5-29, just an exception to their following of the ordinance
section. He included an aerial photo from 2018, which showed the two conjoined lots
into one larger lot. The Maggart’s want to demolish a 10’ x 14’ shed and construct a 10’
x 12’ shed. The ordinance allows only 2 accessory structures. The Planner explained
that the Variance Board and Planning Commission reviewed this agenda item and
recommended approval due to the fact that this is a larger lot with the 2 buildable lots
noted. The second lot (that was added on previously) is platted, though he is unsure of
it being stubbed for sewer and water. It was noted that if anyone would ever want to
build a house on the second lot, they would have to remove the garage due to the
house needing to be constructed prior to the garage. It was noted that the shed will be
smaller by 20 square feet. It was also noted that there have been exceptions to this
ordinance for square footage of lots, but this lot is well within the minimum
requirements. The proposed shed is to be a limited accessory structure because it is not
on a slab of concrete. This is not to be a variance, simply an exception, but it is
important to note why the Town is approving the exception.

Ruzek moved based on Variance Board, Planning Commission & staff review &
recommendation approve the exception to Section 5-29 of Ordinance No. 8 to allow a
limited accessory structure at 1467 Jonquil. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

DEER    MEADOW    TRAIL    &    SWALE    IMPROVEMENTS:    APPROVE    PLANS    &
SPECIFICATIONS  –  AUTHORIZE  ADVERTISEMENTS  FOR  BIDS  –  APPROVE  SOIL
MATERIAL  TESTING  –  AUTHORIZE  TKDA  TO  OBTAIN  RCWD  PERMIT  &  BIDDING:



MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 3, 2020

3

The Town Engineer presented this agenda item in connection with the Stable
Property,and the goal is to build a trail to connect Deer Meadow and the Stable
Property. These projects are linked to minimize impact of work. TKDA is working with
the Rice Creek Watershed District for the pond work and there will be soil material and
testing of the ponding environment. There was a question of how often do ponds need
to be maintained or cleaned. The Engineer noted about 20 years, but it does depend on
the run off amount and sediment. The proposed depth of the pond is 6 feet and the
existing pond’s depth is between 4-5 feet, which is actually about 2 feet higher due to
run off which has over flowed it. It was noted that once completed it will be up to Public
Works to maintain, but the Engineer did note that the Town’s Public Works Department
does a great job of maintaining its 100+ ponds.

Resident Rolf Parsons, 2576 Parkview Court, lives right next to the pond and had
questions regarding both the pond and the trail. He first wanted to request assessment
of the current pond’s depth, because he believes it to be a bit deeper, and noted that it
had been dredged previously by a neighbor. After some discussion, the Town Engineer
noted that it has been surveyed and the correct depth is in the process and will be
included in the Plans & Specifications.

Regarding the trail, Parsons was wondering about the width of the trail, why 10 feet
versus 8 feet, and will it be a regional trail. The Town Planner explained that though 10
feet is the width of a regional trail, this trail will not be a regional trail. He also explained
that the proposed 10-foot width was requested by Public Works staff due to ease of
maintenance of trails and ponds. 

Parsons complimented the Town Planner for his communication with residents during
this matter. There was some discussion regarding trees. The residents would like some
more tree coverage to the back of their property abutting the trail. It was noted that
using Tree Trust was the plan all along and staff will plan this winter to plant some nice
trees along the trail come next spring. It was noted that the Spruce trees near the pond
will be retained. There was some more discussion of the trail width regarding trucks and
maintenance. It was decided that the plans & specifications should look at an 8-foot
width as well. The bids will be presented at the September 9th Town Board meeting and
construction will be completed this year.

Ruzek made a motion based on Town Engineer review & recommendations to approve
the amended plans & specifications with the amendment being looking at an 8-foot
versus 10-foot pathway. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

Ruzek made a motion based on Town Engineer review & recommendation authorize
advertisement for bids. McCune seconded. Ayes all. 

It was noted that it is an easy amendment to the bid process and it will not impact bids.



MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 3, 2020

4

Ruzek made a motion based on Town Engineer review & recommendation to approve
soil material testing. McCune seconded. 
Ruzek made a motion to amend the motion to include clarification that the soil material
testing will include the depth. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

Ruzek made a motion based on Town Engineer review & recommendation to authorize
TKDA to obtain RCWD permit & bidding noting TKDA will perform the permitting &
bidding phases of the project in an amount not to exceed $11,850.00 which includes
$7,350 for soil testing & $4,500 for TKDA to obtain thee RCWD permit & address soil
testing & perform the bidding process. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

OPEN  TIME: Patricia Peterson, 5474 Peterson Road, was present to ask the Board a
few questions regarding the Peterson Road improvement. She brought up a couple
meeting minutes and wanted clarification. 

She noted Planning Commission Minutes from March 22, 2018, with primary discussion
of Peterson Road with the North Oaks request for a major subdivision and a conditional
use permit for a planned unit development. It was noted that North Oaks is partially
paying for the road improvements because there are 2 assessed units on Peterson
Road that will require payment, just like the other residents. 

She noted Town Board meeting minutes from April 2, 2018, noting the 2 phases of the
project would need 100% participation of affected property owners. The Board
explained that the feasibility report is the key to the project continuation. 

She noted Town Board meeting minutes from April 16, 2018, noting the North Oaks
project price of $1.3 Million and the current .2 miles for $1.1 Million, wondering why it
couldn’t be similar pricing. The Board explained the changes in the process thus far and
that phase 1 and phase 2 aren’t the same project. The Town Engineer noted that the
assessment process between developer and residential property is different. 

She noted Town Board Executive meeting minutes from July 27, 2018, because her
property and 5470 Peterson Road weren’t originally on the plan to be stubbed for sewer
and water. She wondered when the plans changed to include those 2 properties now
since they weren’t on the drawings a couple years ago. And finally she referenced Town
Board meeting minutes from May 18, 2020, that described the differences between the
north portion and the south portion. The Town Chair noted that the north portion begins
at her property. There was some discussion over old and new plans for Peterson Road.
One of the needs to complete the improvements is because of the storm water pond to
catch run off. 

She inquired about connection fees specifically and the Town Engineer noted that he
will answer the specific questions at the neighborhood meeting on Wednesday, August
5th. It was also noted that some of the connection fees come from Met Council. The
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Town Engineer also noted that if the residents could work with neighbors to hire the
same contractor to gain better costs. 

Her final question was whether or not the Board would force residents to hook up to the
Town’s water or sewer source. The Board responded that no, the Town would not force
residents to hook up to the Town’s water or sewer if they have working well or septic.
But once a system collapses, then the resident will have to hook up to the Town’s water
or sewer. If another governmental agency, for example the DNR, forces the Town to
force the residents off well or septic, then the residents would have to comply.

Resident Denny Peterson, 5474 Peterson Road, was also present to simply let the
Board know the residents are not happy with this project. He had some specific
questions regarding a subdivision of his lot which will be answered by the Town Planner
outside of this meeting. He asked a few other questions pertaining to his property like
could he place a billboard in his back yard. It was noted that he is not zoned for a
billboard, and that is set by MnDOT requirements.

ADDED AGENDA ITEMS: There were no added agenda items.

RECEIPT  OF  AGENDA  MATERIALS  /  SUPPLEMENTS: Ruzek motioned to receive all
Agenda Materials & Supplements for tonight’s meeting. McCune seconded. Ayes all.

McCune moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. Ruzek seconded. Ayes all.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patrick Christopherson
Town Clerk-Treasurer

Approved as Official Meeting Minutes

_____________________________ _________
Town Board Chair Date




