
MINUTES
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION MEETING

OCTOBER 1, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m.

Present:      Anderson, Brueckner, Lee, Linn, LeBlanc, Pozzini-Stedman; Advisor:
Christopherson; Supervisor: McCune

Present at the Town Offices were Advisor Christopherson(late), Anderson, Brueckner,
Lee, Linn, and McCune. Pozzini-Stedman, LeBlanc and guests were present via
conference call. 

APPROVAL   OF   AGENDA   (Additions/Deletions): LeBlanc moved approval of the
agenda as submitted. Linn seconded. Ayes all.

APPROVAL    OF    MINUTES    OF    SEPTEMBER    3,    2020    (Additions/Deletions):
Brueckner moved to approve the minutes of September 3, 2020. Linn seconded. Ayes
all.

CONSENT  AGENDA: LeBlanc moved to receive the Consent Agenda as follows: A)
Receive Ramsey County Sheriff’s Reports; B) Receive Sheriff’s Contract Group
Minutes; C) Receive White Bear Lake Fire Department Report. Anderson seconded.
Ayes all.  

RAMSEY    COUNTY    SHERIFF’S    OFFICE    –    REPRESENTATIVE    TO    ATTEND:
Commander with Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department Phil Baebenroth was present to
report on Ramsey County safety points regarding the Township as well as answer any
questions regarding the Township. He passed out a packet that held information
regarding the third quarter’s crime rates as compared to past years’ third quarters. He
touched on a couple point(s) ; the most significant increase of crime is thefts from auto.

Top 10 White Bear Twp
Calls

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 % of
Total

1 Assist Medical Agency 82 103 105 130 109 15.48%
2 Suspicious Activity 83 72 69 61 69 9.80%
3 Traffic Stop 251 233 188 212 47 6.68%
4 Theft from Auto 11 9 12 12 35 4.97%
5 Assist Fire Agency 28 21 35 51 34 4.83%
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6 Alarm Sounding 59 61 60 55 31 4.40%
7 Animal Complaint 36 28 47 30 27 3.84%
8 Welfare Check 34 28 32 22 26 3.69%
9 Disturbance Noise

Complaint
19 13 11 23 23 3.27%

10 Investigate 911 Hang-up 7 5 22 26 22 3.13%
Other Calls for Service 459 511 445 385 281 39.91%
Total Calls for Service 1,068 1,084 1,026 1,007 704

In the case of the auto thefts cases, Baebenroth is trying to ensure the community is
educated that this is an issue and that they know to keep their cars locked and their
garages closed. 

There was some discussion over 5305 Bald Eagle Boulevard, which has been a trouble
location for the Township. Supervisor McCune gave some back story of how Ramsey
County Sheriff’s Department gave the residents at a Town Board meeting the process
on their end and the Town Attorney gave the residents the legal side. But after that
meeting, there seemed to be a direct correlation with a drop off in activity. A few of the
occupants moved and the Town is hoping the criminal activity left too.

Baebenroth apprised the Commission on Bellaire Education Center’s recent decision to
move a couple of grades to Quora Education Center and opt out of renewing their
contract with the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Officer for the school’s resource officer,
contrary to the Office’s advice. The Commander wanted the Board and the Public
Safety Commission to be aware that there may be more calls to the Township without
the Ramsey County Sheriff’s presence at the school.

The Commander went over the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Response
Model outlined in the last page of the handout he gave. The tiers ranging from
“Cooperative” to “Aggravated Aggressive” give an itemized list of training that the
officers can use. He went over a couple methods that got banned by State Statute, for
example chokeholds. 

He also reported that he is working on the drone program and that it is an effective tool
in the industry, especially with water search and rescue and missing persons cases.
Commission Member Anderson noted about instances with medical bracelets with a
tracker for GPS in cases of autistic children who run away. There was some brief
discussion. The Commander noted that Ramsey County is currently trying to equip staff
with ballistic helmets to protect the officers in this time. They are working with vendors
to try to get a good price and a good number of the helmets.

There was some lengthy discussion on snow emergencies and towing. If the Township
is plowing streets and a resident’s car is in the road, it is common to get a tow.
Baebenroth noted that a couple of his colleagues will simply knock on the door and
request that the car gets moved immediately. This saves residents money but also has
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a faster result of the car moved. There was some discussion on ways the Township
could address this issue. Already the Town publicizes it on the Facebook page, Town
website, in the White Bear Press, and in the utility billing. Vice-Chair Linn brought
forward the idea of having flyers printed that Public Works staff or Sheriffs could put
under the windshield wiper blades in early November to any offenders. The winter
parking rules begin November 1st. Having a physical flyer creates a type of alert,
because at first glance it appears to be a ticket. The Commission will discuss and the
Town Board may consider doing this.

Vice-Chair Linn asked a question regarding how the Public Safety Commission should
address the speed/speed bumps/traffic related items that have come forward recently.
The Commander noted that the best possible thing to do is to let Ramsey County know
so that officers can patrol those areas. He mentioned a new type of speed monitoring
technology called speed tubes, which lay over the road and as cars drive over them,
they collect data and the Sheriff’s Office is able to tell how many cars passed at each
different speed. So there are these types of tools at the Township’s discretion if needed.

The Town Clerk brought forward that a Century Link employee working off of H2
experienced a car speeding with the children getting out of school. He said one student
had to dive into a ditch so he came and told the Town Clerk right away. Baebenroth said
he would have some patrol down at that time near the school.

COMMISSIONER’S  REPORT: The Town Clerk reported that the Utility Commission has
worked on updating the utility rates, adjusting to match the needs for the Town’s
infrastructure. These changes will be implemented by the first of the year. The water
meters have 638 radios of 4300 radios to be replaced by the subcontractor Hydrocorp.
North Oaks Company is looking to develop land west of Centerville Road in North
Oaks. They have had discussion with the Town Board regarding tapping into the Town’s
water supply. The street improvements for 2020 have gone smoothly and work is
winding down in the SE quadrant of the Township. There are 2 other areas that are on
the docket for this fall and early spring of 2021: Otter Ridge Court and Peterson Road.
Construction will soon begin on the restrooms in Polar Lakes Park. Some trees have
been removed and more will be planted in the spring by Tree Trust. Because of the
infrastructure that the Town is updating this year, the Town had a bond sale last week,
which went well. The Town secured a 1% interest rate for nearly $6 Million, but through
a coupon rate, the Town got about $200,000 back. The Town is looking to strengthen
the language on some rental ordinances to help relieve the Town of the burden of
nuisance houses and absentee landlords. And the Town is also considering amending
the ordinance for allowing chickens on property less than 2 acres, 4 hens only.

BIRCH  LAKE  PONDS  HOMEOWNERS  ASSOCIATION  –  NO  PARKING  REQUEST:
President of the Birch Lake Ponds Homeowners Association Mark Miller was present
via phone report on the residents surveyed for the “No Parking” request. The results
were laid out in the letter that is in the packet.
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Pond View Court, House #’s 4261 to 4303: 15 possible votes          7 NO votes     3
YES votes

Birch Pond Trail, House #’s 1282 to 1300: 8 possible votes              3 NO votes      1
YES vote

Pond View Lane, House #’s 1277 to 1280: 5 possible votes              1 NO vote       2
YES votes

Pond View Drive, House #’s 4268 to 4284: 6 possible votes             1 NO vote       4
YES votes

Public Works had decided there were no issues and the Fire Marshall stated that an
emergency vehicle could get through. The Town Clerk explained that if the Public
Safety Commission does not recommend the Town Board to place “No Parking” signs,
the Town Board most likely won’t vote to place the signs, but it has happened where the
Board has disagreed.

The Association Board would like the signs placed in the cul-de-sac’s that have the
majority vote, if anything. Commission Member Brueckner noted that he was most
concerned with what the Public Works Department and the Fire Marshall said, but since
they see no issue, he would consider it just a nuisance, and a nuisance that he’s willing
to live with.

Brueckner motioned to make a recommendation to the Town Board not to place “No
Parking” signs in this neighborhood at this time. Linn seconded. Ayes all.

There was some discussion on whether the Town Board could allow the “No Parking”
signs on the last 2 cul-de-sac’s in the letter. It was decided that the Commission would
recommend either all or nothing. But as of now, this agenda item seems more like a
preference, not a safety concern. This agenda item will go to the Town Board on
Monday night. Miller stated that their Board will follow the recommendation of this
Commission.

MONTGOMERY  ALLEY  NO  PARKING  SIGN  REQUEST: The Town Clerk reported
that he would recommend the Commission heed the recommendation of the Public
Works Director that there are no issues to require a “No Parking” sign at Montgomery
Alley.

Brueckner motioned to recommend to the Town Board not to place “No Parking” signs
at Montgomery Alley, as per the recommendation of the Public Works Director. Linn
seconded. Ayes all.

LIAISON  REPORTS: Brueckner reported that there is nothing new with Otter Lake
Elementary since the last meeting.
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Anderson reported that there is nothing new with the Fire Department since the last
meeting.

The Town Clerk brought forth that Town staff have met with Ramsey County and White
Bear Lake City regarding the South Shore Trail and the 1-way that is proposed to be
placed along South Shore. Ramsey County has a capital plan and maintenance in mind
for 2 years. Christopherson would like Anderson to request input from the Fire Marshal
on what their preferred direction of the 1-way be: east or west. Ramsey County’s Public
Safety preferred east. Anderson will report back to Christopherson as soon as she is
able to discuss this with the Fire Marshall.

FUTURE   MEETING   DATES   /   NEXT   MEETING   DATES: The next Public Safety
Commission Meeting will be held on November 5, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

ADDED  AGENDA  ITEMS: Commission Member LeBlanc noted that she is not going to
have the Christmas party this year. The Commission understands and is looking
forward to next year’s already.

Anderson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m. Brueckner seconded. Ayes all.

Respectfully Submitted,

Megan R. Cavanaugh
Recording Secretary




