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A bi-weekly section where readers will be informed on subjects of 
seasonal interest, upcoming events and other timely topics.
 DISTRACTED DRIVER 
AWARENESS MONTH – April is 
distracted driving awareness month 

& the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department will be 
stepping up enforcement from April 10 through April 
23. Below are fi ndings/facts that law enforcement 
offi cials have assembled related to distracted driving.
• Top Four Distractions: rear passenger 

interaction; cell phone handling; cell phone 
conversation; Eating.

• Driver distraction rates for males are higher at 
30.15% vs. females at 27.59%

• The 16-29 driver age group has the highest 
distraction rate at 35.46%

• Vans/minivan drivers have the highest distraction 
rate at 37.64%

• Driver inattention during the last 3 seconds 
before the incident is found in nearly 80% of all 
crash & 65% of all near-crashes

Take the Pledge to be an attentive driver at www.
nsc.org/forms/distracteddriving_pledge.aspx, be an 
example for your children.

 HOME SECURITY & SAFETY TIPS 
– Sometimes just little changes you 
make can add up to a big difference 

when it comes to security & safety, they include:
• Whether you are buying, building or just 

remodeling your home make sure to select 
roofi ng that is fi re resistant

• Do not use indoor extension cords outdoors. A 
safe outdoor cord will read “Suitable for Use with 

Outdoor Appliances”
• If your power goes out, a full freezer can hold 

food safely for up to 48 hours.
• It is recommended to have interconnected 

smoke alarms so if one goes off they all go off
• Never attempt to charge non-rechargeable 

batteries as they could explode
• Oily rags can easily combust, even without being 

exposed directly to a fl ame. Hang them outside 
to dry, & then throw them away in a metal can 
with a lid when fi nished

• When traveling, always tell a trusted neighbor 
you are going out of town & stop all newspapers 
& mail delivery

• Don’t post pictures of your vacation on social 
media until after you return home

• To help prevent tipping off burglars, if you plan 
to be away from home for an extended period of 
time, set your phone ringer to the lowest volume.

• Never leave notes on your door for service 
people or visitors when you are not home, it’s a 
signal to burglars that the home is empty

 TOWNSHIP WATER CUSTOMERS 
CAN NOW MONITOR THEIR 
WATER CONSUMPTION – with a 

click of the mouse you can keep an eye on your water 
consumption which in turn keeps your costs down & 
alerts you to potential leaks & wasting of water. By 
creating an account through our website you can also 
view up to 3 years of quarterly water consumption.
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